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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the
relevant questions, by a panel of subject teachers. This mark scheme includes any amendments
made at the standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was
used by them in this examination. The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers
the students’ responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same
correct way. As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’
scripts. Alternative answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated
for. If, after the standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been
raised they are required to refer these to the Lead Assessment Writer.

It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper. Assumptions about future mark
schemes on the basis of one year’'s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular
examination paper.

Further copies of this mark scheme are available from aga.org.uk
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AQA retains the copyright on all its publications. However, registered schools/colleges for AQA are permitted to copy material from this
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The assessment objectives will be allocated in the following way:

% of A Level Marks
AO1 Response to spoken language 8 25
AO2 Response to written language 18 60
AQO3 Knowledge of grammar 8 25
TOTAL 34 110
The marks will be allocated in the following way
AO1 AO2 AQO3
Listening Section 25
Reading Section (Includes transfer 35 10
of meaning from and into target
language)
Writing Section 25 15

Section A: Listening and Reading

General Principles

In multiple choice questions where students must choose one letter or number, they should
automatically get no mark awarded if they give more than one. If the rubric instructs them to
write one letter or number in the box and they do so, but write a second letter or number
outside the box too, then the answer in the box is considered.

Where a student repeats the same error within a sub-question, no further penalty should be
imposed in awarding the mark, and nfp (= no further penalty) should be written beside the error

to indicate this.

English spellings are not accepted unless the word is spelt the same in both languages.

“Rubric” should be written in the margin if in the wrong language and give ‘0’ (unless numbers
or place names are involved)
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Q Accept Mark Notes
1(a) | N 1
Q Accept Mark Notes
1) | P 1
Q Accept Mark Notes
1(c) | P-N 1
Q Accept Mark Notes
1d) | P 1
Q Accept Mark Notes
1(e) | N 1
Q Accept Mark Notes
1(f) | P-N 1
Q Accept Marks Notes
2(a) | alte Grashutten (in) 1 Reject if any additional words are
underlined
stabile Wohnungen 1 Tolerate minor mis-spellings and
errors with capitals/lower case
Q Accept Marks Notes
2(b) | (in) der GroR3stadt 1 Reject if any additional words are
underlined
(in) klein(er)en Orten 1 Tolerate minor mis-spellings and
errors with capitals/lower case
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Q Accept Marks Notes
2(c) | (das) Internet 1 Reject if any additional words are
underlined
(das) Radio 1 Tolerate minor mis-spellings and
errors with capitals/lower case
Q Accept Marks Notes
3(@ |BG Accept one mark for
5 each correct letter.
Accept letters in any
order.
Q Accept Marks Notes
3() |DM Accept one mark for
5 each correct letter.
Accept letters in any
order.
Q Accept Marks Notes
3(c) |EK Accept one mark for
) each correct letter.
Accept letters in any
order.
Q Accept Mark Notes
4 (a) | Drei Schuler haben Tolerate minor mis-
Selbstmord spe!llngs and errors with
begangen/gemacht / sind 1 capﬂals/ Ipwer case
estorben Reject ‘die Bekampfung
g der Jugendkriminalitat’
Q Accept Mark Notes
4 (b) | Kinder/Jugendliche sind Tolerate minor mis-

Opfer von Gleichaltrigen

spellings and errors with
capitals/lower case
Reject ‘Gleich altrigen’
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Q Accept Marks Notes
4 () Die Polizei kennt die Tolerate minor mis-
Familien (1) spellings and errors with
, . capitals/lower case
E:fe?riztialrzlr;ur einen 2from 3 | Reject ‘Eltern teil’ and ‘ein
Eltern’
Sie sind Mehrfachtéter (1)
Q Accept Marks Notes
4 (d) Sie wollen Jugendliche von Tolerate minor mis-
weiteren Delikten spellings and errors with
abschrecken (1) capitals/lower case
Sie wollen kriminelle 2
Karrieren friih(zeitig) Reject ‘andern’
beenden (1)
Q Accept Mark Notes
4 (e) | Die Anzahl der Straftaten ist TOIerate minor mis--—
zuriickgegangen spe!llngs and errors with
1 capitals/lower case
Reject ‘zuriickgegang’
Reject ‘Straftater’
Q Accept Marks Notes
CMBHEF 1 mark for each
5 correct letter
Answers must be in
this order
Q Accept Mark
6@ |[C 1
Q Accept Mark
6(b) |A 1
Q Accept Mark
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6() |D 1
Q Accept Mark
6() |A 1
Q Accept Mark
6(¢) |B 1
Q Accept Mark
7(a) NA 1
Q Accept Mark
7/b) |R 1
Q Accept Mark
7(c) |R 1
Q Accept Mark
7(d) | NA 1
Q Accept Mark
7(e) F 1
Q Accept Mark
7(f) R 1
Q Accept Mark
7(9) |F 1
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Q Accept Mark
7(h) NA 1
Q Accept Marks
8 (a) E 1
8 (b) B 1
8 (c) H 1
8 (d) F 1
8 (e) A 1
8 (f) D 1

Mark

Notes

1 mark for each box. Award the mark if the sense of the German is expressed in acceptable
English. The working total of 20 should be divided by 2 to give a maximum mark of 10. Round
up any half-mark at the end.

1 | Deutschland ist tief gespalten. Germany is (a) deeply 1 Reject
divided/split (country). ‘separated’
Reject
‘community’
2 | Die Kluft zwischen Reich und The gap between rich 1
Arm and poor
3 | wird ... ... immer gréRRer is getting bigger and 1 Reject ‘will’
bigger/wider and
wider/ever bigger
4 | einem neuen Regierungsbericht | according to/so says a 1
zufolge new/recent government
report/study.
5 | Binnen eines Jahres ...die Zahl In/Within one/a year the 1
der...... Menschen number of people
6 | von Armut bedrohten threatened by/at risk of 1
poverty
7 | istum 1,5 Prozent angestiegen. | has increased (by) 1.5 1
percent/1.5%
8 | Trotz einer vergleichsweise Despite a relatively/ 1 Reject
guten wirtschaftlichen Lage comparatively good ‘reasonably’

economic
situation/position
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9 |sind...... auf staatliche are dependent on state 1
Unterstltzung angewiesen. aid/support / get money
from the
government/benefits
10 | etwa zwei Millionen Neunzehn- about two million 19-24 1
bis Vierundzwanzigjahrige year-olds
11 | Es ist bedauerlich, It is regrettable/sad 1
12 | dass auch Kinder und that children and youths/ 1
Jugendliche betroffen sind. young people/teenagers/
adolescents are also
affected.
13 | Am wachsenden Wohlstand share in the growing 1 Reject ‘would’
hatten ... teil wealth Reject ‘take
part’
14 | zu wenige Deutsche too few/not enough 1 Reject ‘less’
Germans
15 | mahnte der the Federal 1
Bundesfinanzminister Chancellor/Finance
Minister
warned/said/stated.
16 | Unser Land hat bei weitem Our country has by far/by 1
a large margin/by some
distance/by a long way
17 | die héchste Ungleichheit des the largest/highest 1
Einkommens innerhalb der Euro- | inequality of
Zone incomes/wage inequality
in the Euro-Zone.
18 | Ich verspreche lhnen | promise you 1 Reject ‘say’/‘tell’
19 | wir werden sofort handeln we will act/do something 1
about it/sort it (out)
immediately.
20 | Man hofft, dass er sein Wort We hope/One hopes/It is 1
halt. hoped he keeps/will keep
his word/promise.

Total marks to be divided by 2 =10

(10 marks)

Accept Notes
10 For each box award the mark if there are no errors. Reject paraphrases. The working
total of 20 should be divided by 2 to give a maximum mark of 10. Round up any half-
mark at the end.
10 (a)
1 Sie wandern ...... aus / emigrieren
2 wegen Krieg/dem Krieg/des Krieg(e)s
zu Hause/in inrem Heimatland / weil es
... gibt
3 und sie suchen Reject ‘suchen fur

anderswo/(irgend)woanders

Reject ‘in einem anderen Land/Ort’
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4 ein besseres Leben.
10 (b)
1 Obgleich/Obwohl sie ...... vermissen
2 ihre Heimat/ihr Heimatland/ihr eigenes | Reject ‘Heimatsland’
Land
3 sind sie ... in Deutschland geblieben Accept ‘geblieben’ before ‘langer’
4 langer als erwartet
10 (c)
1 Fur einige/manche Deutsche Reject ‘ein paar’ and ‘viele’
2 lohnt es sich nicht / ist es nicht wert
3 die schlecht bezahlte Arbeit Accept ‘Niedrigldhne’ if correctly inserted into
anzunehmen/zu nehmen sentence
4 die Auslander gern(e)/freiwillig machen
10 (d)
1 Der Austausch von Ideen/Der
Ideenaustausch
2 ist nur einer
3 der vielen Vorteile
4 fur unsere Gesellschaft
10 (e)
1 Ich hatte gedacht Reject ‘gesagt’
2 dass Arbeitgeber ... Reject ‘Arbeitsgeber’
brauchen/bendtigen
3 diese gut/hochqualifizierten / gut
ausgebildeten Migranten/Immigranten/
Einwanderer
4 dringend Reject ‘jetzt’

(10 marks)

100f 16



MARK SCHEME - A-LEVEL GERMAN - GERM3 - JUNE 2017

Mark Scheme

SECTION B: WRITING

Marking Guidance

1.

The range of topics and areas for study is inevitably very wide, but all essays are assessed
according to the same criteria. If the question requires, for example, an analysis of the main
themes of a work, this will be the student’s view of what the main themes are, provided he/she
justifies his/her choice. If there are clearly significant errors of fact, these cannot be ignored,
but fact should not be confused with interpretation.

The mark scheme refers to understanding and knowledge of the task. ‘The task’ is to answer
the specific question set. ‘Understanding of the task’ is the way in which the answer addresses
the question, eg range, depth, covering all parts of the question and relevance to the question.
‘Knowledge of the task’ is the amount and range of detail used to answer the question set. Itis
not so much the actual knowledge as the way this knowledge is used and evaluated that is
being assessed. Hence the Content mark is determined by how well the student has answered
the specific question set. If a student has answered only one part of a two-part question, it is
not possible to award a mark in the ‘Good’ band for Content.

When assessing an essay for Content, a “top down” approach should be adopted by deciding
whether the essay matches the criteria for the top band. If not, move down to the second band
and so on. If an essay fully matches all the criteria for the top band, it should be given
maximum marks. Such an essay will fully answer all parts of the set question, it will be fully
relevant, and it will contain a good deal of evidence and very clear evaluation.

If the essay is not worthy of a mark in the top band, move down the bands until the criteria are
the best match for that essay. In these bands, in the event that an essay matches exactly the
criteria for the band, it should be given the middle mark in that band. Otherwise, the mark
should be adjusted up or down according to whether it is nearer the criteria for the band above
or the band below.

The degree of personal reaction required for any given band will vary to some extent according
to the precise question set, and it is accepted that in some topics, particularly the study of a
region, the reaction is effectively bound up with the evaluation, whereas if the question asks for
the student’s opinion of an author or artist, more obvious personal reaction is clearly required.
Students do not constantly have to say “I think that...” to be giving personal reaction. For
example, adjectives such as “effective” or “extraordinary” are expressing opinions.

Evidence can take different forms. The student must show knowledge of the topic, but in the
case of a literary topic, for example, this does not have to be accomplished via quotations;
precise reference to specific episodes may fulfil this requirement. Furthermore, a quotation may
explain or justify a point, but on its own it does not make a point; the student must be explicit.

The marks for Range of Vocabulary, Complexity of Language and Accuracy are not limited by
the content mark. Once the Content mark has been awarded the essay should be carefully
reconsidered and the Content disregarded when the three Quality of Language marks are
awarded. It is therefore possible that an essay can be placed in the ‘Poor’ band for Content and
still be awarded the maximum of 5 marks for each of the other categories. The only exception is
that if an essay is awarded 0 for Content it will automatically be awarded 0 for the other three
categories.
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8. There is a minimum number of 250 words specified on the paper. There is no automatic penalty
for writing less than the minimum: this will be self-penalising. Students can have access to the
top mark bands by writing the minimum number of words, however, not all students will be able
to meet the requirements of the top mark bands in an essay of 250 words. A well-structured
and well-planned essay of 250 words with a wide range of vocabulary/range of structures will
be eligible for the highest marks. It is the quality of the response and not the number of words
which is important. There is no maximum number of words and all work is marked.

Section B: Writing (Annotation of Scripts)

The following conventions will be used by examiners marking scripts when assessing Content:

v Point made

NR Irrelevant material
rep Repeated point

? Lack of clarity

The v will be placed in the body of the text. The 'NR', 'rep' and ‘?” will be placed in the margin.
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Assessment Criteria

CONTENT
Marks Criteria
21.05 | Very Good

[J Thorough understanding and knowledge of the task

[ Wide range of relevant examples and evidence

[J Clear evidence of evaluation and well-justified personal reaction
[ Well-organised structure with clear progression

A top mark of 25 should be awarded for a performance which is as good as can
reasonably be expected from an ‘A’ level student. The student uses her/his detailed
knowledge of the subject matter to write a well focused answer to the question set.
Examples are skilfully integrated into the line of argument. The student justifies her/his
opinions in a convincing manner. The structure is clear and the response as a whole is
easy to follow.

A mark of 23 is awarded for a response which displays almost all of the qualities listed
above. It shows minor weaknesses in one or two areas, eg its focus may occasionally
wander from the question set, or an important point may not be convincingly backed
up by specific evidence.

A mark of 21 is awarded for a response which displays some but not all of the qualities
listed for a top mark in this band. The student shows good knowledge of the subject
matter but may not always make effective use of that knowledge in the context of the
guestion set. The overall level of justification is good, but one or two statements are
likely to be unsupported by evidence. The response is well structured, but the
reasoning may be slightly disjointed in places.

16-20

Good

[J Sound understanding and knowledge of the task

[J Good range of relevant examples and evidence

[J Some evidence of evaluation and personal reaction but not always
convincingly justified

[ Logical structure with some progression

A mark of 20 is awarded for a response which shows good knowledge of the subject
matter but may not always fit precisely with the question set. The student uses a good
range of examples and evidence, although there may be occasional omissions. The
overall level of justification is satisfactory, but a few statements are likely to be
unsupported by evidence. The response is well structured albeit with some possible
gaps in the line of reasoning.

A mark of 18 is awarded for a response which shows good knowledge of the subject
matter, but the reader may feel at times that the student is wandering from the
guestion set, perhaps by including material that would be more relevant to a different
task. The student uses a good range of examples and evidence, but there may be
some omissions. Opinions are offered, but the quality of justification is variable. The
response is well structured, but there are likely to be gaps in the line of reasoning.

A mark of 16 is awarded for a response which shows fairly good knowledge of the
subject matter, but there is likely to be occasional irrelevance. The student includes
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examples and evidence with reasonable success, but there are likely to be some
omissions. Opinions are offered, but the quality of justification is not always sufficient.
The response is well structured, but there may be gaps in the line of reasoning.

Sufficient

[0 Some understanding and knowledge of the task

[0 Some relevant examples and evidence

[ Some evaluation and personal reaction evident but often not justified; over-
reliance on received ideas

[J Structure is satisfactory though there may be some deficiencies

11-15

A mark of 15 is awarded for a response which is relevant to the broad

topic area but may not always be fully focused on the chosen title. The student shows
some knowledge of the subject matter through her/his use of examples and evidence,
but there are likely to be gaps and possible misunderstandings. The response includes
appropriate personal reactions, but an over-reliance on received ideas detracts from
the quality of the evaluation. There are likely to be deficiencies in the structure.

A mark of 13 is awarded for a response which is relevant to the topic but

includes one or more paragraphs which are not clearly focused on the chosen

title. The student uses some examples and evidence to back up her/his points, but
there are likely to be gaps and misunderstandings. Opinions are not always justified
and an over-reliance on received ideas detracts from the quality of the evaluation.
There are likely to be deficiencies in the structure.

A mark of 11 is awarded for a response which is relevant to the topic but not clearly
focused on the chosen title. The student uses a few appropriate examples and
evidence, but there are likely to be gaps and misunderstandings. Opinions are
insufficiently justified and an over-reliance on received ideas detracts from the quality
of the evaluation. Deficiencies in the structure may make the response difficult to
follow.

Limited

U Limited understanding and knowledge of the task

[J Limited use of relevant examples and evidence

[J Limited evaluation and personal reaction; mainly descriptive or factual
[J Structure limited — often unclear or confusing

6-10

A mark of 10 is awarded for a response which is relevant to the topic but not focused
on the chosen title. It may be an acceptable answer to a question different from the
one set. The student makes only limited use of examples and evidence. Opinions are
superficial and the response is mainly descriptive rather than evaluative. Deficiencies
in the structure may make the response difficult to follow.

A mark of 8 is awarded for a response which is mainly relevant to the topic but not
focused on the chosen title. The student makes only limited use of examples and
evidence. Opinions are superficial and the response is descriptive rather than
evaluative. Deficiencies in the structure, eg a lack of linking words, make the response
difficult to follow.

A mark of 6 is awarded for a response which shows some general relevance to the
topic but is not focused on the chosen title. Evidence and examples are limited and
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may not always be relevant. Any opinions are superficial and the response is merely
descriptive. Deficiencies in the structure may make the response difficult to
understand.

0-5

Poor

[ Little understanding and knowledge of the task
[ Lack of relevant evidence. Few examples

[ Little or no evaluation and/or personal reaction
[J Structure mainly unfocused and/or disorganised

A mark of 5 is awarded for a response which may show some general relevance to the
topic but is not focused on the chosen title. Evidence and examples are few in number
and are likely to be irrelevant. Any opinions are superficial and the response is merely
descriptive. Poor structure makes the response difficult to understand.

A mark of 3 is awarded for a response which may show some general relevance to the
topic but does not answer the question set. There is little or no relevant evidence and
any examples may not be relevant to the title. There are likely to be no appropriate
opinions. The structure is almost random.

A mark of 1 is awarded for a response which fails to answer the question set and only
touches on the broad topic area. There is no use of relevant evidence and examples.
There are no appropriate opinions. The structure is random.

Zero is awarded for an answer which shows no relevance to the task set. A zero score
for Content will automatically result in a zero score for Section B as a whole.
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QUALITY OF LANGUAGE

Range of Vocabulary

Marks | Criteria

5 Very wide range of vocabulary used

4 A wide range of vocabulary used

3 Some variety in the use of vocabulary

2 Little variety in the use of vocabulary

0-1 | Vocabulary simple and very limited

Complexity of Language

Marks | Criteria

5 Very wide range of complex structures

4 A wide range of structures including complex constructions

3 A variety of structures used with some attempts at complex constructions

2 Structures mainly simple, with little variety

0-1 Structures very simple and limited in scope

Accuracy

Marks | Criteria

5 Highly accurate with only occasional errors

4 Generally accurate with few errors

3 More accurate than inaccurate. Errors rarely impede communication
2 Some errors but these generally do not impede communication

0-1 Many errors which significantly impede communication

The marks awarded for each of Range of Vocabulary, Complexity of Language and Accuracy are
not limited by the mark awarded for Content. The essay is assessed for Quality of Language
independently of the Content mark unless the Content mark is 0, in which case the mark in the
other three categories will also be 0.
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